1949), Professor of Sociology at Colgate University, who at that time had been engaged in a decade long study of the history of birth control, with particular reference to nineteenth-century England. Himes In the face of Archibald Prentice's complaints concerning Place's pro-birth control propaganda, Bentham chose taciturnity:
I took care not to let him know how my opinion stood: the fact would have been all in the fire, unless I succeeded in converting him, for which there was not time.
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Far from being a fearless pioneer, it would be more accurate to treat Bentham's guarded approach to Prentice as proxy for his more general attitude to birth control and the broader public.
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